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News & Resources:

Unrelenting Fury: The Devastating Impact of
Back-to-Back Hurricanes Helene & Milton

In less than a month, Florida faced significant
challenges from two major hurricanes Helene and
Milton, both of which caused widespread destruction
across the state. Hurricane Helene made landfall in
September as a Category 4 storm, bringing winds of
up to 120 mph and dumping over 15 inches of rain in
some areas. This led to severe wind and flood
damage to homes and infrastructure, with estimated
losses exceeding $30 billion across the 16 states the
storm affected. Emergency services responded to
thousands of evacuation orders, highlighting the
urgency of preparedness in vulnerable communities.

Just weeks later, Hurricane Milton struck the Florida
Gulf Coast as a Category 3 hurricane, further
compounding the state’s difficulties. With sustained
winds of over 100 mph, Milton also brought heavy
rainfall that further exacerbated flooding issues
already created by Helene. Since the storm, over 20
fatalities have been confirmed along with over
300,000 residents experienced power outages. The
combined impact of these storms underscored the
ongoing threat posed by hurricanes in Floridag,
emphasizing the need for resilient infrastructure and
effective emergency response strategies to protect
communities in the future.




